Amylinamide, bone conservation, and pancreatic beta cells.
Amylinamide is a potent osteoclast-inhibiting peptide that is co-secreted with insulin from the beta cell. It induces profound hypocalcaemia in rats and rabbits and abolishes bone resorption by isolated osteoclasts in vitro. The non-amidated human peptide forms an insoluble fibrillar amyloid deposit that may interfere with beta-cell function and precipitate type II diabetes.